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HALF WAY TO THE FINISH LINE 

 
Week nine of the seventeen week 2014 legislative session is ending. The sheer volume 
of bills impacting municipalities has dropped due to failure to meet deadlines while other 
bills are being added due to new language as they navigate the legislative process. 
Another deadline has come and gone. Those bills that were double assigned in the 
Senate must have been heard in the first committee assigned by today.  
 

OML LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE & BOARD ADD ISSUES TO AGENDA 
 
The OML Legislative Committee and Board of Directors met on Wednesday, April 2, 
2014, and reiterated their concern over bills that curtail municipalities’ ability to respond to 
local problems and support other measures to protect public health and safety of your 
citizens.  Among the bills that are moving through the legislative process are: 
 

PROPERTY ISSUES 
Property Protection Bill. HB 2807 by Rep. Moore (R-Arcadia) and Sen. Dahm (R-
Broken Arrow) prevents all levels of Oklahoma government from adopting measures that 
deliberately or inadvertently infringe upon or restrict private property rights. Private 
property rights are defined to include “unrestricted right of use, right of enjoyment and 
right of disposal” of property. This applies to both real and personal property. (OML 
Opposes)   
 
It is important that you contact your State Senator as well as President Pro Tempore 
BIngman and Sen. Schulz asking them to vote “NO” on the bill. 
 
Constitutional Amendment/Right to Farm/Ranch. HJR 1006 by Rep. Biggs (R-
Chickasha) and Sen. Fields (R-Wynona), which proposes a constitutional amendment to 
alter the Oklahoma Constitution regarding the rights of farmers and ranchers. It protects 
the rights of farmers and ranchers to engage in modern farming and ranching practices. It 
prohibits the Legislature from passing laws that take away the right to employ agricultural 
technology and modern livestock production. The bill passed Senate Rules Committee 
with the title and enacting clause stricken.  It now awaits a hearing by the full Senate. 
(OML Opposes) 
 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY 
E-Cigs/Vapor Products. The Committee Substitute for SB 1602 by Sen. Rob Johnson 
(R-Kingfisher) and Rep. Jackson (R-Enid) which amends the Prevention of Youth Access 
to Tobacco Act in several ways. It makes it unlawful to sell, give or furnish a “vapor 
product” to a person under 18. Stores licensed to sell vapor products that violate the 
youth access to tobacco act, and fail to pay the associated fine, will have their sales tax 
permit suspended. The bill passed the House Public Health Committee. It now awaits a 
hearing by the full House. (OML Supports) 
 
E-Cigs/Vapor Products/Sales Tax.  SB 1892 by Sen. Rob Johnson (R-Kingfisher) and 
Rep. Jackson (R-Enid) amends 68 O.S. Sections 401 and 402 regarding tobacco 
products tax. Section 402 states that the tax “prescribed in this section shall not apply to 
vapor products as defined” in Section 401. (OML Supports) 

http://www.oml.org/
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2013-14%20FLR/SFLR/HB2807%20SFLR.PDF
http://www.oksenate.gov/Senators/Default.aspx?selectedtab=0
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2013-14%20FLR/SFLR/HJR1006%20SFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2013-14%20FLR/HFLR/SB1602%20HFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2013-14%20COMMITTEE%20AMENDMENTS/House/SB1892%20SUBPCS1%20MIKE%20JACKSON-MAH.PDF
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PHMSA. HB 2533 by Rep. Watson (R-Tulsa) and Sen. 
Marlatt (R-Woodward) requires the Corporation 
Commission to open a Notice of Inquiry process relating 
to pipeline safety and prevention of excavation damage. 
It directs the commission to invite interested parties to 
participate in the Notice of Inquiry, as the Commission 
deems appropriate, and requires them to address the 
following topics relating to pipeline safety issues: 
implementation of a complaint process under the 
regulatory authority of the Commission; assessing the 
adequacy of the current enforcement powers of the 
Commission; clarifying private rights-of-action in legal 
proceedings; and any other issues the Commission 
deems necessary as related to rules of the United States 
Department of Transportation Pipeline and Hazardous 
Materials Safety Administration. The bill also requires 
the preliminary findings and any final report of the 
Pipeline Safety Task Force established by the Governor 
in Executive Order No. 2013-19 to be incorporated into 
the Notice of Inquiry process opened by the commission. 
The bill passed the Senate Energy Committee.  It now 
awaits a hearing by the full Senate. 
 

OML PRIORITY ISSUES 

 
OTC Retention. HB 1875 by Rep. McCall (R-Atoka) and 
Sen. Jolley (R-Edmond) is a joint product of the OML 
Municipal Liaison Board and the Oklahoma Tax 
Commission. We worked together to address an issue 
involving the money that cities and towns pay to OTC for 
the collection of municipal sales and use tax. Many of 
the contracts cities and towns have with OTC, charge 
municipalities one percent (1%) to collect sales and use 
tax and others are charged more. Over time and through 
technology, the amount that the Tax Commission needs 
to carry out its contract obligations can be reduced. The 
solution we created would reduce the retention fee 
charged to municipalities as well as counties from one 
percent (1%) to one-half of one percent (.5%). The bill is 
waiting to be heard in Conference Committee. (OML 
Supports) 
 
Governmental Tort Claims Act/Bosh Decision. HB 
2405 by Rep. Grau (R-Edmond) and Sen. Holt (R-OKC) 
amends the definition of “tort” under the Governmental 
Tort Claims Act (GTCA). The words added are indicated 
by quotations: Tort means a legal wrong, independent of 
contract, involving violation of a duty imposed by general 
law, “statute, the Constitution of the State of Oklahoma,” 
or otherwise… In addition, 12 O.S. Section 153 is 
amended as indicated by quotations: Liability of the state 
or political subdivision under the Governmental Tort 
Claims Act shall be exclusive and in place of all other 
liability of the state, a political subdivision or employee 
“arising from” common law, “statute, the Oklahoma 
Constitution,” or otherwise. If a “court finds tort liability 

based on a provision of the Oklahoma Constitution or 
state law other than the GTCA, the limits of liability 
provided for in the GTCA shall apply.” It now awaits a 
hearing by the full Senate. (OML Supports) 
 
Water Contracts. HB 2455 by Rep. Rousselot (D-
Wagoner) and Sen. Loveless (R-OKC) amends 11 O.S. 
Section 37-119 regarding water contracts for service 
outside the municipal corporate limits. The bill has been 
passed the Senate General Government Committee with 
the title stricken.  It now awaits a hearing by the full 
Senate. (OML Supports)  
 
Registration Ordinances. HB 2620 by Rep. Steve 
Martin (R-Bartlesville) and Sen. Treat (R-OKC) preempts 
municipal and other political subdivision authority to 
enact or enforce via civil or criminal penalties any 
ordinance, rule or regulation to require the registration of 
real property. No fee can be assessed.  This issue is 
declared to be of statewide concern.  The bill has been 
passed the Senate General Government Committee with 
the title stricken.  It now awaits a hearing by the full 
Senate. OML opposes the bill in its current form, but we 
are working on compromised language to give to Sen. 
Treat. 
 
Mental Health Transport. HB 2842 by Rep. McCall (R-
Atoka) and Sen. Simpson (R-Ardmore) amends law 
enforcement’s transportation of the mentally ill in 43A 
O.S. Section 1-110. The bill allows for a law enforcement 
agency to “contract with a third party to provide the 
services established by this section.” The bill awaits a 
hearing by the Senate Appropriations. (OML Supports)  
 
Housing/Rural Development. HB 3100 by Rep. 
Jackson (R-Enid) and Sen. Griffin (R-Guthrie) adds 
funding for housing in rural areas of the state to the 
duties of the Oklahoma Housing Finance Agency. Rural 
areas are defined based on population excluding military 
personnel. The Agency is to develop criteria for use of 
the rural set aside to promote housing in areas of high 
economic growth with high demand for housing. The bill 
passed the Senate Finance Committee with the title and 
enacting clause stricken.  It awaits a hearing by the full 
Senate. (OML Supports) 
 
Transportation. HB 3133 by Rep. Jackson (R-Enid) and 
Sen. Marlatt (R-Woodward) creates an infrastructure 
bank created by new growth revenue from motor vehicle 
fees to help with funding of municipal road projects. The 
bill passed the Senate Transportation Committee on 
Monday with the enacting clause stricken.  It now awaits 
a hearing by the full Senate. (OML Supports) 
 
Competitive Bidding/Emergencies. HB 3251 by Rep. 
Jordan (R-Jenks) and Sen. Schulz (R-Altus) amends 

http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2013-14%20COMMITTEE%20SUBS/SCSH/HB2533%20SCSH.PDF
http://www.oklegislature.gov/BillInfo.aspx?Bill=hb1875&Session=1400
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2013-14%20FLR/SFLR/HB2405%20SFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2013-14%20FLR/SFLR/HB2405%20SFLR.PDF
http://www.oklegislature.gov/BillInfo.aspx?Bill=hb2455&Session=1400
http://www.oklegislature.gov/BillInfo.aspx?Bill=hb2620
http://www.oklegislature.gov/BillInfo.aspx?Bill=hb2842
http://www.oklegislature.gov/BillInfo.aspx?Bill=hb3100
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2013-14%20ENGR/hB/HB3133%20ENGR.PDF
http://www.oklegislature.gov/BillInfo.aspx?Bill=hb3251
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Title 61, Section 130(B) of the Public Competitive 
Bidding Act of 1974, by increasing the expenditure limit 
for emergency purchases from $35,000 to $75,000. The 
increased amount was $50,000 when the bill passed the 
House Floor. The bill passed the Senate General 
Government Committee.  It now awaits a hearing by the 
full Senate. (OML Supports)  
 
Uniform Building Code Commission/Training. The 
Committee Substitute for SB 417 by Sen. Newberry (R-
Tulsa) and Rep. McCullough (R-Sapulpa) first introduced 
in 2013 amends various sections of the Oklahoma 
Uniform Building Code Commission Act. Changes 
include board member terms and appointment, authority 
to establish a training and certification process for all 
residential and commercial building code inspectors 
which includes rule-making authority, removal of the late 
fee charge for past due payment of fees and the like.  
The language in the Committee Substitute makes the 
training permissive for the inspectors.  The bill passed 
the House Appropriations and Budget Committee. It now 
awaits a hearing by the full House. 
 

BILL SIGNED BY THE GOVERNOR 
 

Quality Events Incentive Act. HB 2711 by Rep. Cox 
(R-Grove) and Sen. Jolley (R-Edmond) amends the 
Oklahoma Quality Events Incentive Act beginning at 68 
O.S. Section 4301. Changes are made to “economic 
impact study”, “incremental sales tax revenue”, “quality 
event area”, “revenue capture period”, “state sales tax 
revenue”, and “vendors”, host community requirements, 
OTC duties and the like.  The bill goes into effect on 
November 1, 2014. 
 

BILLS THAT ARE MOVING 

 
Law Enforcement/Asset Forfeiture. HB 2379 by Rep. 
DeWitt (R-Braman) and Sen. Schulz (R-Altus) amends 
asset forfeitures in 63 O.S. Sections 2-506 and 2-508. 
Section 2-506 E is amended by adding that except as 
provided in Section 2-503 any property shall be forfeited 
to the state and sold pursuant to Section 2-508.  Section 
2-508 is amended to add a sale “at a public auction or 
use an Internet auction, which may include online 
bidding.” In addition, any vehicle or firearm coming into 
the possession and title vesting in a “district attorney” 
may be transferred, donated or offered for lease to law 
enforcement agencies to assist in enforcement of the 
Uniform Controlled Dangerous Substances Act. The bill 
passed the Senate Judiciary Committee.  It now awaits a 
hearing by the full Senate. 
 
City-County Health Department.  HB 2444 by Rep. 
Rousselot (D-Wagoner) and Sen. Treat (R-OKC) 
amends 19 O.S. Section 1302 to authorize city-county 

health departments to establish a Wellness Council and 
a Wellness Program Fund to develop a wellness 
program for its employees. The bill passed the Senate 
Health and Human Services Committee. It now awaits a 
hearing by the full Senate. 
 
Finance/Regional Economic Development. HB 2480 
by Rep. Joyner (R-MWC) and Sen. Barrington (R-
Lawton) amends 68 O.S. Section 1370.7 regarding 
regional economic development and transportation 
authorities. The bill amends “operation” to include 
“staffing and operating” and creates and defines 
“regional district” to include “a specific governing and 
assessment district created out of any combination of 
any portion of any cities, towns or counties, either equal 
to or less than the entirety of the boundaries of such 
cities, towns or counties.” The bill contains details. The 
bill passed the Senate Finance Committee with the title 
stricken. It now awaits a hearing by the full Senate. 
 
Fire Department/Fees. HB 2495 by Rep. Casey (R-
Morrison) and Sen. Fields (R-Wynona) amends 18 O.S. 
Section 593 regarding any charitable corporation formed 
for the purpose of providing either a volunteer or full-time 
fire department.  Current law authorizes fees for services 
in extinguishing or controlling fires. The bill adds “and all 
other emergencies” plus “or provide services in response 
to an emergency.” The bill passed the Senate Public 
Safety Committee with the title stricken.  It now awaits a 
hearing by the full Senate. 
 
Law Enforcement/Domestic Violence. The Committee 
Substitute for HB 2526 by Rep. Floyd (D-OKC) and Sen. 
Holt (R-OKC) establishes requirements for law 
enforcement regarding preliminary investigations of 
domestic violence.  The bill contains details. The bill 
passed the Senate Public Safety Committee.  It now 
awaits a hearing by the full Senate. 
 
Zoning/Dog Kennel. HB 2637 by Rep. Denney (R-
Cushing) and Sen. Loveless (R-OKC) alters 11 O.S. 
Section 22-115.1 replacing “dog kennel” with 
“commercial pet breeder”.  This Section prohibits a dog 
kennel within 2,500 feet of a public or private school or 
licensed day care facility in a municipality over 300,000. 
The bill passed the Senate Agriculture & Rural 
Development Committee with the title stricken.  It now 
awaits a hearing by the full Senate.  
 
Law Enforcement/Controlled Dangerous 
Substances. The Committee Substitute for HB 2666 by 
Rep. Derby (R-Owasso) and Sen. Standridge (R-
Norman) amends the Uniform Controlled Dangerous 
Substances Act by adding a number of substances. The 
bill passed the Senate Health and Human Services 
Committee. It now awaits a hearing by the full Senate. 

http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2013-14%20COMMITTEE%20SUBS/HCSS/SB417%20SUBREC.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2013-14%20ENR/hB/HB2711%20ENR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2013-14%20FLR/SFLR/HB2379%20SFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2013-14%20FLR/SFLR/HB2444%20SFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2013-14%20FLR/SFLR/HB2480%20SFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2013-14%20FLR/SFLR/HB2495%20SFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2013-14%20FLR/SFLR/HB2526%20SFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2013-14%20FLR/SFLR/HB2637%20SFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2013-14%20FLR/SFLR/HB2666%20SFLR.PDF
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Law Enforcement/Gas Duster. HB 2706 by Rep. 
McNiel (R-Bristow) and Sen. Marlatt (R-Woodward) 
makes it unlawful to sell compressed gas duster to a 
person under 18. The bill provides definitions and a 
penalty provision. The bill passed the Senate Public 
Safety Committee.  It now awaits a hearing by the full 
Senate. 
 
Constitutional/Local & Special Laws. The Committee 
Substitute for HB 2903 by Rep. Grau (R-Edmond) and 
Sen. Jolley (R-Edmond) creates new law defining “local 
laws” and “special laws” in Article 5, Section 46 of the 
Oklahoma Constitution. “Local laws” means those laws 
confined in their application to a geographic subunit of 
the State of Oklahoma. “Special laws” are those that 
favor a particular person or corporation without reference 
to location. The bill passed the Senate Judiciary 
Committee.  It now awaits a hearing by the full Senate. 
 
Insurance/Interlocal Providers. HB 2926 Rep. Kirby 
(R-Tulsa) and Sen. Marlatt (R-Woodward) amends the 
Interlocal Cooperation Act creating an exception for an 
interlocal entity created pursuant to the Governmental 
Tort Claims Act. These entities are not considered an 
insurer under 36 O.S. Section 607.1 at the time within a 
12 month period they receive aggregate premiums of $1 
million. The bill passed the Senate Insurance 
Committee.  It now awaits a hearing by the full Senate. 
 
Environment/Used Tires Recycling Act. The 
Committee Substitute for HB 3102 by Rep. Jackson (R-
Enid) and Sen. Brooks (R-Washington) amends the 
Oklahoma Used Tire Recycling Act by reallocating 
monies accruing to the Recycling Indemnity Fund. The 
bill is awaiting a hearing by the full Senate. 
 
Taxation/Military Base. HB 3143 by Rep. Jackson (R-
Enid) and Sen. Schulz (R-Altus) amends 11 O.S. 
Section 21-109 authorizing the collection of sales, use, 
and occupancy tax ordinances of a municipality on a 
military base annexed on or after July 1, 1998. The bill 
limits applicability to activities on a military installation 
engaged in by the private sector.  The bill passed the 
Senate Finance Committee with the enacting clause 
stricken. It now awaits a hearing by the full Senate. 
 
State Auditor/Municipal Audits. The Committee 
Substitute for HB 3217 by Speaker Hickman (R-
Dacoma) and Sen. Marlatt (R-Woodward) amends 74 
O.S. Section 212 regarding a petition for the State 
Auditor audit of any subdivision.  Current law requires a 
petition signed by 25% of the total number of persons 
voting in the last “subdivision wide” general election 
“held in the subdivision”.  This bill deletes the phrases 
“subdivision wide” and “held in the subdivision”. The bill 

passed the Senate General Government Committee. It 
now awaits a hearing by the full Senate. 
 
Insurance/ACA/Navigators. The Committee Substitute 
for HB 3286 by Rep. Mulready (R-Tulsa) and Sen. 
Stanislawski (R-Tulsa) requires the registration of 
Affordable Care Act navigators. The bill contains details 
with rule making given to the Insurance Commissioner.  
The bill passed the Senate Insurance Committee. It now 
awaits a hearing by the full Senate. 

 
Employment/Tuition Waivers. HB 3350 by Rep. Armes 
(R-Faxon) and Sen. Barrington (R-Lawton) authorizes 
tuition waivers within the system of career technology 
district for children of peace officers, firefighters, 
emergency medical technicians and members of the 
Law Enforcement Retirement System who have given 
their lives in the line of duty. The bill passed the Senate 
Appropriations Committee with the title stricken. It now 
awaits a hearing by the full Senate. 
 
Oklahoma Construction Registry. HB 3359 by Rep. 
Echols (R-OKC) and Sen. Jolley (R-Edmond) creates 
the Oklahoma Construction Registry Act. The bill 
contains definitions and details. The bill passed the 
Senate Business and Commerce Committee and now 
awaits a hearing by the full Senate Appropriations 
Committee. 
 
Municipal/Nuisance/Abandoned Buildings. The 
Committee Substitute for HB 3363 by Rep. Echols (R-
OKC) and Sen. Treat (R-OKC) declares that an 
abandoned building constitutes a public nuisance within 
the municipal limits. The bill contains details including 
the conditions for abandoned buildings to become a 
nuisance, authorization to the governing body to abate 
the nuisance pursuant to the bill’s procedural 
requirements, procedure for the land owner or mortgage 
holder to petition to remove the building from an 
abandoned building list, hearing requirements for 
municipality, appeal procedures and the like. The bill 
passed the Senate General Government Committee.  It 
now awaits a hearing by the full Senate. The title is off 
the bill. 
 
Water Reuse. SB 1187 by Sen. Standridge (R-Norman) 
and Rep. Scott Martin (R-Norman) requires the 
Environmental Quality Board and the Oklahoma Water 
Resources Board to take all actions necessary to 
facilitate the development and implementation of water 
reuse projects. The bill defines “water reuse project”• to 
include discharge permits under the Oklahoma Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System (OPDES permits), 
sewage treatment and collection design and construction 
permits, and public water supply design and construction 
permits. It requires approval for point source discharges 

http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2013-14%20FLR/SFLR/HB2706%20SFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2013-14%20FLR/SFLR/HB2903%20SFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2013-14%20FLR/SFLR/HB2926%20SFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2013-14%20FLR/SFLR/HB3102%20SFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2013-14%20FLR/SFLR/HB3143%20SFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2013-14%20FLR/SFLR/HB3217%20SFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2013-14%20FLR/SFLR/HB3286%20SFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2013-14%20FLR/SFLR/HB3350%20SFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2013-14%20ENGR/hB/HB3359%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2013-14%20FLR/SFLR/HB3363%20SFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2013-14%20FLR/HFLR/SB1187%20HFLR.PDF
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into sensitive public and private water supplies under 
conditions in the bill. Applications must be approved or 
rejected within 90 days from the date of application. If 
rejected, reasons plus legal citations plus ways the 
application can be amended must be given in writing. 
Reuse permits shall be issued by the Executive Director. 
Reuse permits are considered Tier III permits under the 
Uniform Environmental Permitting Act. If the applicant 
disputes the rejection of a permit or any of the permits 
terms he or she has the right to an individual proceeding 
pursuant to the APA. Provisions of the bill shall be 
enforceable in an action for an order in mandamus in 
District Court. The bill passed the House Utility and 
Environmental Regulation Committee. It now awaits a 
hearing by the full House. (OML Supports) 
 
Law Enforcement/Police Chief. The Committee 
Substitute for SB 1176 by Sen. Loveless (R-OKC) and 
Rep. Osborn (R-Mustang) amends 11 O.S. Section 12-
111 requiring the board of trustees to appoint a chief of 
police if a police department is established. The bill 
passed the House General Government Committee with 
the title restored. It now awaits a hearing by the full 
House. 
 
Environmental/Disposal Sites. The Committee 
Substitute for SB 1336 by Sen. Justice (R-Chickasha) 
and Rep. Watson (R-Tulsa)  amends 27A O.S. Section 
2-10-301 regarding regulation of solid waste facilities. 
The Environmental Quality Board may make rules 
regarding permit requirements for the commencement of 
construction and operation of disposal sites. For sites 
using new technology the Department may issue 
research and development permits to be effective for 
specified periods of time. In addition, 27A O.S. Section 
2-10-801.1 is amended authorizing DEQ to approve 
alternative plans for commercial solid waste landfills 
regarding the statutorily required vegetation plan. The 
bill passed the House Utility and Environmental 
Regulation Committee.  It now awaits a hearing by the 
full House. 
 
Environmental Quality Act. SB 1413 by Sen. Griffin 
(R-Guthrie) and Rep. Murphey (R-Guthrie) changes the 
membership of the Water Quality Management Advisory 
Council by allowing the Governor to appoint a person 
representing a “public or”• private laboratory. Current 
law only authorizes a representative from a private lab. 
The bill passed the House Utility and Environmental 
Regulation Committee.  It now awaits a hearing by the 
full House. 
 
Electric Utility. SB 1456 by Sen. Griffin (R-Guthrie) and 
Rep. Turner (R-Edmond) amends 17 O.S. Section 156 
regarding public utility generation costs. The bill changes 
the application of the statute from “public utility”• to 

“retail electric supplier.” The bill passed the House Utility 
and Environmental Regulation Committee.  It now awaits 
a hearing by the full House. 
 
Open Meeting Act/Willful Violation/Penalty. The 
Committee Substitute for SB 1497 by Sen. Holt (R-OKC) 
and Rep. Hall (R-OKC) amends the Open Meeting Act 
by adding a penalty for a willful violation. Following a 
willful violation “any person” may bring a civil law suit for 
declarative or injunctive relief, or both; and if successful, 
shall be entitled to reasonable attorney fees. If the public 
body successfully defends and the court finds the suit 
was clearly frivolous, the public body shall be entitled to 
reasonable attorney fees. The bill passed the House by 
a vote of 83-7. 
 
Environment/Master Conservancy Districts. The 
Committee Substitute for SB 1508 by Sen. Schulz (R-
Altus) and Rep. Ortega (R-Altus) amends master 
conservancy district’s regarding the member of the 
board of directors for a municipal corporation, city, town, 
irrigation district, conservation district, and/or other user. 
The bill adds that the person selected or elected may not 
be “employees of the electing area or user”. In addition, 
the director’s per diem is increased from $50 to $100 per 
meeting for not more than two meetings a month. The 
bill passed the House Appropriations and Budget 
Committee. It now awaits a hearing by the full House. 
 
Travel Reimbursement/Airplane. SB 1599 by Sen. 
Crain (R-Tulsa) and Rep. Steve Martin (R-Bartlesville) 
authorizes reimbursement for any non-elected law 
enforcement official or citizen for the use of his or her 
personal airplane or aircraft for searches or criminal 
pursuits. Reimbursement for the cost of the fuel is paid 
by the public entity requesting assistance. The bill 
contains details. The bill awaits a hearing by the House 
Appropriations and Budget Committee. 
 
CLEET/1 Year Certification. The Committee Substitute 
for SB 1718 by Sen. Jolley (R-Edmond) and Rep. Grau 
(R-Edmond) amends the CLEET statute at 70 O.S. 
Section 3311 by amending subsection (E)(3) by 
removing the following language:  every person “who 
has not been certified as a police officer and is 
appointed or elected as a police officer shall hold the 
position on a temporary basis only, and shall, within 1 
year from the date of appointment or taking office, 
qualify as required by 70 O.S. Section 3311 or forfeit the 
position”. The bill retains current language that 
certification must be obtained within 6 months. Changes 
are also made to 19 O.S. Section 510 regarding sheriffs 
in counties with a population over 500,000.  The bill 
passed the House General Government Committee.  It 
now awaits a hearing by the full House. 
 

http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2013-14%20COMMITTEE%20SUBS/HCSS/SB1176%20HCS.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2013-14%20FLR/HFLR/SB1336%20HFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2013-14%20FLR/HFLR/SB1413%20HFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2013-14%20FLR/HFLR/SB1456%20HFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2013-14%20FLR/HFLR/SB1497%20HFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2013-14%20COMMITTEE%20AMENDMENTS/House/SB1508%20FULLPCS1%20CHARLES%20ORTEGA-KB.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2013-14%20ENGR/SB/SB1599%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2013-14%20FLR/HFLR/SB1718%20HFLR.PDF
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Contracting/Sole Source. The Committee Substitute 
for SB 1719 by Sen. Jolley (R-Edmond) and Rep. Echols 
(R-OKC) amends sole source purchase contracts at 74 
O.S. Section 85.22. It removes current law prohibition 
that the bidder has been a party to “any efforts or offers 
with state agency or political subdivision officials or 
others to create a sole brand acquisition or a sole source 
acquisition in contradiction to 74 O.S. Section 85.45j.1. 
In addition, 74 O.S. Section 85.45j.1 regarding the 
substitution of an item is amended to remove current 
law’s “alike” and replacing it with “substantially 
equivalent” in quality, “performance” and design or which 
meets the required specifications of the bid shall be 
considered “but only when the cost is less”. The bill 
passed the House Appropriations and Budget 
Committee.  It now awaits a hearing by the full House. 
 
Elections/Removal of Special Election Dates.  The 
Committee Substitute for SB 1816 by Sen. Crain (R-
Tulsa) and Rep. Stiles (R-Norman) amends special 
elections by municipalities and other political 
subdivisions in 26 O.S. Section 3-101.  Current law’s 
restricted dates are limited to a special election “to fill a 
vacancy”.  In addition, new law creates four (4) 
categories of special election dates for all other election 
purposes.  These elections can be held (1). on the 
second Tuesday of February, June, August and 
November and the first Tuesday in April in odd-
numbered years.  (2). on the second Tuesday in 
February and the dates of the state Primary, Runoff 
Primary and General Elections in even-numbered years.  
(3). on the date of the state Presidential Preferential 
Primary in presidential election years and (4). on the 
date of a regularly scheduled election for the entity.  The 
bill passed House Rules Committee. It now awaits a 
hearing by the full House. 
 
Taxpayer Transparency Act/Fiscal Impact Statement. 
SB 1832 by Sen. Treat (R-OKC) and Rep. Nelson (R-
OKC) amends the Taxpayer Transparency Act at 62 
O.S. Section 46. It requires OMES to post on the web a 
fiscal impact statement accompanying any legislation 
that expends any state funds, creates any incentive 
payment or if otherwise required by law. Within one year 
the affected state agency shall provide actual numbers 
and related information for each fiscal impact statement. 
The bill passed the House Appropriations and Budget 
Committee.  It now awaits a hearing by the full House. 
Both the title and enacting clause are off the bill. 
 
Employee/Insurance/Retirees. The Floor Substitute for 
SB 1858 by Sen. Treat (R-OKC) and Rep. Echols (R-
OKC) amends 11 O.S. Section 23-108 regarding 
municipal retirees health insurance. It expands options 
for insurance including Medigap, a Medicare Advantage 
plan, a Medicare Part D prescription drug plan or similar 

options approved by the Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services. The options are for those retired 
employees and their dependents 65 “or older and/or 
qualify for Medicare.”  The bill passed the House 
Insurance Committee.  It now awaits a hearing by the full 
House. 
 
Cemeteries. SB 1899 by Sen. Griffin (R-Guthrie) and 
Rep. Hulbert (R-Ft. Gibson) authorizes municipal 
governing bodies to permit burial on the grounds of a 
public institution or private facility located with the 
municipal boundaries which the governing body deems 
appropriate. The measure prohibits such burial ground to 
be used for commercial cemetery purposes and prohibits 
burial sites on any private residential property. The bill 
passed the House General Government Committee. It 
now awaits a hearing by the full House. 
 
Utility Services. SB 1903 by Sen. Griffin (R-Guthrie) 
and Rep. Casey (R-Morrison) authorizes municipalities 
to use any secure private or public database for any new 
utility customer and to verify if the person “is responsible 
for any delinquent utility bills for water, gas sewer, solid 
waste or electric service in any other municipality or 
entity located in this state.”• Existing customers are 
excluded as well as a public utility service provider under 
the jurisdiction of the Corporation Commission.  The bill 
passed the House Utility and Environmental Regulation 
Committee with the title restored.  It now awaits a 
hearing by the full House. 
 
 
 
Send copies of any communication you have with your 
legislators to ginny@oml.org or fax to 405-528-7560, 
attn: Ginny for our records.  If you need additional 
information, please call Missy at 405-209-4328 (cell) or 
Carolyn at 405-514-6712 (cell) or at the OML offices. 

http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2013-14%20COMMITTEE%20SUBS/HCSS/SB1719%20SUBREC.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2013-14%20COMMITTEE%20SUBS/HCSS/SB1816%20HCS.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2013-14%20ENGR/SB/SB1832%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2013-14%20FLR/HFLR/SB1858%20HFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2013-14%20FLR/HFLR/SB1899%20HFLR.PDF
http://www.oklegislature.gov/BillInfo.aspx?Bill=sb1903

